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Troops in Camp Stransc.

1.

Camp Strans (0 22/T hh) was occupiod by Soviet Lroons
which time it was taken over by the Folish Avnmy. Up to Jobruary 1951, it

wag contlnuously cccusded Ly Polish wnits. The camp acjoins the ares of

the village of Shrons on the northwest and is in a pine woods on the western e
bank of the Dober itiver. It is linked with the Uber Leschon (0 52/8 Li)

railroac station by & single-track railroad line, crossing the Dober Hiver
northeast of Strans by a bridge, 150 meters long, and ending at the soubhery

up to May 19L8, ab
i

‘odip of the camp. The camp, whose construction was not yet completed Ly the

end of the war, was being improved by the iolish nilitary administration
after 1943, the building operations still conbinuing in February 1951, %

The layout of &he canp is divided into Plve distinet sections.  fThe secw

. tion located farthiest to the east includes the main acministration buildling

anc sore brick buildings scorvime as Jjunior officers? billets., The three
sectlons adjolining this one to the west include %'s! billets. Dach of these
three sections is troken down into three residential aress, @ch consisting
of one lidtehon ol mess building, one hoadguerters building and four three-
story brick buildings serving as billets mgbontaining about 39 roons each,
about 25 of which are merely wsed for bLilleting purpeses. The comy Secw
tion located farthest to the west includes the aparizent of the camp com-
nancor, field officers? billebs, elght stretched-cud single-story brick
buildings to siore motor vehicles and ordnance, and wober vehicle repair

" shops adjoining tiwse slorehouses to the south, Two tall storehouses, about

80 neters long, which Were not yet used in carly February 1981, are located
opposite these repalr shops and on the south side of the hizhway running

“ past the soubhern edge of the canp,

On the departuro of the Soviet twoops from the Strens canp in lay 1915,
elements of the troops, who had rocket launchers, runs and nontoons, left
for the rein camp ol the troop training rrovnds located nesr Leuhsmwior

(0 52/B 3k), Prior to that ti:e, no Soviel tank troops were seen in the
cmy area, Lefore leaving, the Soviel unils strivped the cadp to
such a degree that reconditloning work to be done on electrical instali
tions and workshop equipment wis not yet corpleoted Ly February 1971, ihe
Polish officers were cutremely vildter over the Russiong! conducti.
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Lo Duxing the summer months of 1943, the cmmp was occupied by Follsh artillery
units, referred to as 28th and 29th Polish Arty Div, the designation of
division being used for a multi-batiery unit, whose delalled organiuzation
was not determined, Pxcept for some interryuptions, the two unils stayed in
the camp up to Februsry 1951, lio other units were observed., The units
occupied 211 officers' billets and flve of the above mentioned residential
arkas, each room of the billets (uartering five or six men. By February

S 1951, two of the other four residentiall areas were compleled and ready for
occupancy, whereas the remalning two areas were still under construction. &

~In the fall of 19k9 and 1950 respectively, from LOO to 500 recruits arrived
“at the cenmp. According to the Folish guartermaster, the number of the re-
cruits did not correspond to the increased contingents originally expected
by the units. - The recruits included only a small percentage of ethnic Ger-
mans.af the Gleiwitz (Q 51/Y 37) srea, namely sons of German parents who

- had acquired Polish citizenship. The soldiers wore brownish green uni~
forms with red-bordered black and red-bordered green, peinted patches.

G, The units were motorized. Two truck models, one large and one small, serve
ing as personnel arriers, were observed. In the soldiers' opinion, these
motor vehicles were very similar to the personnel carriers used by the U3
Army. MHeavy and light guns were observed in the cemp area, The heavy ones,
which were towed by caterpillar tractors, were guns of about 105 mm and

© had barrels 3.Y to L metews long and thickening at the muzzle. Twelve gung
of this model were counted, but four more guns were believed to Le availe
able. The light ones, referred Lo as AT guns by source, were towed by the
smaller type trucks. . Lecording to souwrce, numercus guns of this light mocel
‘were. observed in the camp.

T ~Prior to the fall of 1949, a Folish colonel, who was generally known to be
<" & Polish nationalist, was the hiphesteranking of ficer in the camp. He was
relieved by another colonel who had only a limited knowledge of the Polish

25X1X  lengmage, I

3. . Training with guns was generally held outside the camp. From time to time,

- practice firing was held on the troop training ;rounds adjoining the camp
to the west, In lay 1950, all the fwreops quartered in the camp were shiflte
edy by four trains, Lo the Torun (3 5L/J 37) srce to take part in exhensive
. manewvers up to late August 1990, According to the men, numerous other
Polish units &lso participated in these maneuvers. A% that time, a larpe
tent camp had been seb up near Torun, The units located in the Strans camp

" had no coanections with the Soviet troops loczted in the main camp near
Teuhammer nor were joint exercises observed. About 60 percent of the Polish
officers and M were telieved to dislike Soviet tutelage and the whole Soviet
gyfr};“em, whereas the altitude of the young Polish recruits was not so anti-
WaQ ‘ete C

9, Prior to Tebruary 1951, no Polish troops were located in Sprottan (0 52/8 35).
Soviet troops of an undetermined bransch of service were located in the barw-
racks installation on former Kasernenstrasse. Soviet air force officers of
the Sprottau air base were billeted in houses on Fowmer Hindenburgsirasse. it

25X1A % -Cosmnentz_ The present information on the evacuation of Camp Strens by
Soviet troops in May 1918 confirms a mrevious reporb; by another source; of
25XK1A  yebruary 1951, See ﬁ The Soviet troops shifted to
Camp Vevharmer at that tire ave fairly definitely believed to be elements
of the 20th Tank Div. According to snother sourcets statements
dated October 1949, elements of this divisicn located in Heu- :
harmer included the 76th Gds Hv Tank SP Regt, the 1711th AAY Regt, the 70
Tank Tng Da, and the 406th or LO9th RL Bn. The three units mentioned first
may have already been in Neuhammer prior to May 1943 since tank units were
o longer stetioned at the Shrans conmpy s indicated by Lhe prosent report.
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A1s0, since puns and pontoons were observed when the units were shifted,
the [496 th ow Dn and the 206th ‘ngre Bny both of this division may Lave
been shifted to Newhaurmer together with the L BEn in L 194805 the locoe

© tion of those twe wiits wes nob determined by source st thadh time,
25X1A s Gomc::errtc_ The Strans camp is known o be cocupled by Polish troops.
‘ n 1947, independent motorized artiliery units, muwbered 238 and 29 5 wWere
frequently mentioned, their location being undeterningd,
25X1A e Comrent, Yo previous reports have stated thet Sprottan is oceupied
) y -Soviet Army units.
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